
 11 

 

Branches	and	Clubs	Committee	Report	October,	2022	 

Co-Chairs	Julia	Almanzan	’92	and	Angela	Adams	DeMoss	MA	’99	met	several	times	

after	their	September	14,	2022	appointments,	and	Julia	was	notified	of	her	position	

on	September	24,	2022.	 

Many	alumnae	do	not	know	the	history	of	the	branches/clubs,	and	their	relationship	

to	the	AAMC.	We	are	providing	materials	demonstrating	some	of	the	history	of	

branches/clubs	dating	back	to	1895,	wherein	the	AAMC	was	established	in	1879.	

Many	of	you	recall	Regional	Governors,	as	mentioned	in	the	attachments.	In	fact,	

Julia	previously	served	as	Regional	Governor	of	Southern	California.	As	the	AAMC	

moves	forward	in	re-defining	itself,	the	branches/clubs	committee	thinks	it	is	

imperative	to	“Remember	Who	You	Are	and	What	You	Represent”.	We	default	to	

those	documents	and	written	history	to	guide	us	when	others	question	who	we	are.	

Please	take	the	time	to	review	the	materials	we	have	attached,	as	those	documents	

are	herein	incorporated	as	part	of	our	report.	 

Currently	the	AAMC	Bylaws,	page	11,	Article	XI	references	Branch	Associations	and	

the	requirements	to	form	them.	In	her	old	Board	of	Governors	training	materials,	

Julia	located	procedures	for	establishing	a	branch/club	with	the	AAMC,	as	well	as	

the	qualifications	and	descriptions	of	AAMC’s	branch	and	regional	leaders	(see	

attached).	Julia	and	Angela	will	use	these	documents	as	guidelines	for	developing	a	

formal	protocol	for	alumnae	in	various	regions	to	establish	their	own	branches	and	

clubs	via	the	AAMC.	 

Since	the	ability	to	communicate	with	alumnae	in	specific	regions	may	currently	be	

seemingly	dependent	on	Northeastern	Alumnae	Relations	database	of	alumnae,	Julia	

and	Angela	plan	to	explore	what	the	requirements	may	be	for	accessing	alumnae	

information	for	Northeastern’s	liaisons	in	Alumnae	Relations,	Nikole	Adams	and	

Chelsea	Ekholm.	Julia	and	Angela	will	also	need	to	learn	more	about	the	AAMC	

alumnae	database,	and	its	ability	to	identify	alumnae	by	region.	 

Being	able	to	freely	communicate	with	alumnae	is	naturally	one	of	our	most	

significant	needs	as	we	move	to	establish	branches/clubs	in	as	many	places	around	

the	world	as	possible.	With	approximately	26,000	or	so	alumnae	in	the	world,	we	

know	how	much	work	is	to	be	done.	The	AAMC	database	is	essential	to	maintain	

independence	and	our	committee	hopes	to	help	contribute	to	its	success.	Given	the	

AAMC’s	organizational	survival	is	at	stake,	our	committee	believes	it	is	necessary	for	

the	AAMC	to	invest	in	staff	and	systems.	As	mentioned,	communication	with	

alumnae	is	key—this	should	be	done	as	a	collaborative	effort	amongst	all	

committees,	including	our	committee,	and	not	just	the	designated	Communications	
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Committee,	which	already	carries	a	heavy	burden.	If	anyone	has	forgotten	or	doesn’t	

know,	the	AAMC	was	once	fully	staffed	with	sophisticated	systems	in	place.	The	

literature	we	are	providing	reminds	us	of	this.	As	such,	in	order	to	function	at	our	

highest	level,	even	as	volunteers,	a	robust	staff	and	systems	should	be	put	in	place	as	

soon	as	possible.	 

Given	that	we	have	held	our	joint	position	less	than	two	weeks,	we	have	a	limited	

amount	of	branch	activity	from	existing	branches	to	report	at	this	time.	 

Los	Angeles	Mills	College	Alumnae	(LAMCA)	 

Since	the	AAMC	general	meeting	in	May,	LAMCA	has	held	almost	monthly	meetings,	

either	in	person	or	via	Zoom	due	to	Covid-19.	Northeastern	Alumnae	Relations	

recently	assisted	in	sending	out	a	survey	to	any	alumnae	in	Los	Angeles	County	with	

an	email	address.	Given	LAMCA’s	goal	is	to	host	a	variety	of	social	events	or	

gatherings	once	a	month,	LAMCA	sought	input	from	alumnae	on	the	types	of	events	

they	preferred.	Over	forty	responses	have	been	received	since	the	survey	was	

emailed	on	September	14,	2022.	LAMCA’s	next	event	is	October	22,	2022,	and	

includes	a	free	tour	of	the	Westwood	Greenway	followed	by	a	no	host	lunch.	This	

event	is	limited	to	20	persons.	Please	contact	Julia	Almanzan	(cell	818-388-8002)	if	

you	will	be	in	the	area	and	would	like	to	join	LAMCA.	LAMCA	has	a	new	email	

address:lamillscollegealums@gmail.com.	 

East	Bay	Branch	 

Since	May	2022,	the	East	Bay	branch	has	held	monthly	Zoom	meetings	and	hosted	a	

happy	hour	at	Yoshi's	in	Oakland.	A	number	of	members	also	attended	the	recent	

social	gathering	hosted	by	the	AAMC	on	September	25,	2022,	at	Reinhardt	Alumnae	

House.	The	branch	is	also	hosting	a	campout	and	campfire	at	Reinhardt	Redwood	

Park	and	off-	site	Reunion	Weekend	activities	this	weekend	(October	7-9,	 

2022).	Please	contact	the	East	Bay	

branch	at	eastbaymillsbranch@gmail.com	for	more	information.	 

Contra	Costa	Branch	 

Per	branch	member	Moya	Stone	MFA	’03,	Contra	Costa	Branch	had	their	first	

meeting	on	Saturday,	September	17,	2022	in	Walnut	Creek.	Members	introduced	

themselves	and	discussed	possible	activities	for	their	branch,	including:	a	visit	to	the	

Oakland	Museum,	which	currently	has	the	“Hella	Feminist”	exhibit	(including	some	

Mills	alums),	a	visit	to	the	Mills	Art	Gallery,	a	book	club,	a	tea,	visiting	the	Bedford	

Museum	in	Walnut	Creek	and	walking	tours	around	the	Walnut	Creek	downtown	

area.	The	group	is	also	planning	an	event	for	February	at	the	new	Pleasant	Hill	
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Library	with	Rhani	Bigay	'14.	She	is	going	to	lead	a	class	in	sewing.	Details	to	come.	

The	group	has	a	new	email	 

address:	contracostamillscollegealums@gmail.com.	 

Palo	Alto	Area	Mills	College	Club	(PAAMCC)	 

Per	branch	member	and	AAMC	Vice	President	Kathleen	Roskos	’80,	the	branch	met	

in	early	August.	They	are	considering	a	holiday	social	gathering	in	November	or	

December.	At	the	meeting,	members	shared	what	has	been	important	to	them	about	

the	PAAMCC	–	the	answers	on	activities	ranged	from	social,	learning,	book	club,	

philanthropy,	campus-related	and	mentorship.	It	was	decided	to	start	small	with	a	

social	event,	and	follow	with	a	learning	event.	The	branch	is	looking	

for	San	Mateo	and	Santa	Clara	County	Mills	College	alums	who	might	be	interested	

in	joining	to	contact	them.	They	are	also	seeking	a	lead	for	a	holiday	social	gathering	

to	help	with	finding	a	venue,	a	date/time,	and	a	small	committee	to	organize	a	few	

more	of	the	specifics.	The	branch	email	address	is	PAAMCC@gmail.com.	Contacts	

are	Kathleen	Roskos	‘80,	Anna	Henderson	‘82,	and	Leslie	Fried	Behar	‘79,	and	more	

information	can	be	found	on	the	club's	website	

at	http://paloaltomillsclub.com/index.html.	 

There	is	also	interest	in	reviving	the	Sacramento	and	San	Joaquin	branches. 

Alumnae	not	currently	connected	with	a	branch	in	their	area	or	who	are	interested	

in	starting	a	new	branch	should	contact	Julia	Almanzan	at	

juliaalmanzan@hotmail.com	and	Angela	Adams	DeMoss	

at	millsieangela99@gmail.com.	 

Respectfully	submitted,	Julia	Almanzan,	‘92	
Angela	Adams	DeMoss,	MA	‘99	 
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