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A Message from President Joseph E. Aoun

To all members of the Northeastern community:

I am writing to share with you exciting news about a transformational opportunity that
has the potential to shape our community for generations to come. Earlier today, the
Board of Trustees of Mills College in Oakland, California voted to explore a first-of-its-
kind strategic partnership with Northeastern. This new alliance would bring Mills College
and its powerful mission into Northeastern’s global network.

Together with our colleagues at Mills, we are seeking to create something truly unique in
higher education. Several factors make the promise of this partnership compelling:

Alignment: Renowned for its preeminence in women’s leadership, access, equity, and
social justice, Mills College has been a pillar of educational opportunity for more than a
century. Founded in 1852, Mills is home to a community of students, faculty, staff, and
alumnae who have a deep passion for impactful social change through learning and
innovation. Northeastern’s history and enduring focus on inclusion and empowering
people from all backgrounds to realize educational and lifelong success is in perfect
congruence with Mills and its ideals.

A Once-in-a-Generation Opportunity: In March, the leadership of Mills announced that
they would no longer enroll students for future graduating classes. It soon became clear
to many of us that a strategic partnership would open up exciting new possibilities that
would strengthen both Mills and Northeastern. Not only are our missions aligned, but by
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Mills College students learn about opportunities for community engagement through academic programs, student-run clubs, and

local organizations at the 2017 fall Community Action Fair, held on Holmgren Meadow in the center of the Mills campus in

Oakland, California. Photo by Greer Rivera.
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combining our signature strengths we can create new and distinctive opportunities that
extend and enhance our collective priorities.

Mills College and the Mills Institute: We recognize and share a mutual commitment to
maintaining the excellence Mills has achieved in its educational programs. Through our
proposed alliance, we will sustain the granting of degrees on the Mills campus under the
name Mills College at Northeastern University. All students currently enrolled at Mills
College will have the option to continue and graduate from Mills, or apply to transfer to
Northeastern at no additional cost. All existing financial aid commitments made to
current Mills’ students will be honored by Northeastern. We will also establish together
the Mills Institute, a hub for research and advocacy that will advance women’s leadership,
equity, inclusion, and social justice.

In a message sent this afternoon to the Mills community, President Beth Hillman
wrote: “The College is pursuing negotiations with Northeastern because its leaders
understand and support the vital contributions Mills offers, and because we share a vision
of what education can and must be in the coming decades. The missions of Mills and
Northeastern are aligned through our shared commitment to access, social justice, and
urban engagement.”

In the weeks ahead, we will work together to shape a shared vision that will elevate our
academic communities and ultimately society as a whole. I look forward to sharing
updates with you as we make progress on this exciting collaboration.

Sincerely,

Joseph E. Aoun

President
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From: Viji Nakka-Cammauf <vijinakka@mills.edu> 
Date: Thu, Jun 17, 2021 at 7:43 PM 
Subject: Meeting 
To: Carrie Hall <cmilliga@mills.edu> 
 

Dear Carrie:  

We accept the invitation for, and hereby request, a meeting with President Hillman, Katie Sanborn, 
myself, and Alumnae Trustees Debi Wood, Adrienne Foster and Tara Singh.  

We would like to request the meeting in order to discuss various concerns we have regarding the 
future of Mills and the items we are being asked to consider as trustees and fiduciaries of the 
College.  We would like to schedule this meeting to take place as soon as possible, on either 
Friday, June 25, or Monday, June 28.  In advance of the meeting, we also request that we be 
provided with the following information and documentation that we in good faith need in order to 
exercise our fiduciary duties to act in the best interest of Mills and evaluate the matters being 
presented to us for consideration and vote: 

1. A copy of materials provided to each of the potential Mills partners, including but limited to 
UC Berkeley and Northeastern; 

2. A copy of all correspondence sent to each of the potential Mills partners; 
3. A timeline of interactions and communications with Northeastern and any other potential 

partners; 
4. A list of all institutions/entities contacted regarding potential future partnership with the 

College and all materials provided to any of them; 
5. Relatedly, a list of other potential partners who have come forward since the March 2021 

announcement; 
6. Any assessments/reports pertaining to the recommendation to close/Teach Out; 
7. Weekly or monthly cashflow projections for Fiscal Years 2022, 2023, and 2024, adjusted for 

7% endowment payout and $15 million endowment loan; 
8. Bank statements for the last 3 years; 
9. Recent communications with First Republic Bank; 
10. detailed projections of insurance monies due, HEERF draw down, and other assistance 

either already granted to available to the College; 
11. Comprehensive list of Mills assets and valuations, including catalog of assets and insured 

items of Mills College Art Museum; and catalog of assets and insured items of Center for 
Contemporary Music; 

12. any correspondence with Christie’s in relation to estimating a financial value of Mills’ assets, 
such as Diego Rivera Mother and Child, 2 Matisse Paintings, Moholy-Nagy, and Ruffino 
Tamayo; 

13. any Correspondence with Governor Gavin Newsom, Lieutenant Governor Eleni Kounalakis, 
Attorney General Rob Bonta, or Congresswoman Barbara Lee related to the teach out or 
future of the College; 

14. any correspondence with WSCUC since the March 4, 2021 Board Meeting; 
15. details of marketing and advertising efforts since June 2020 for enrollment; 
16. conflict of interest statements from all board members; 
17. details of Mills College Portfolio (MICL) Public and Private Equity positions, marked to 

market; 
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18. details of all transactions within Mills Portfolio Accounts since Hall Capital took over in 
2010 and details of what Hall Capital has done since being granted Power of Attorney; 

19. minutes, board packets, and other notes from the Subcommittee on Negotiations; 
20. minutes and board packets of the following Mills-UCB Committees: Mills-UCB Joint Steering 

Committee, Adjunct Faculty Working Group, Mills Transition and Accreditation Team, and 
Student Transition Team; 

21. details of business continuity or other related insurance policies that pay out in the event of 
unexpected circumstances; detailed cost estimates for ADA Compliance Phase 3, for seismic 
compliance; and for sewer tunnel maintenance. 

Please let us know, no later than Monday, June 21, whether the meeting will take place and whether 
the College will provide us with the information we have requested here. 

Thanks. 

Warmly. 

Viji Nakka-Cammauf 

Debi Wood 

Adrienne Foster 

Tara Singh 

 




